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SUB J : CIV AIR - NEW BAC-1 1 1 AIRCRAFT PROPOSED 
REF: PARIS 10416 (NOTAL) 

1. REFTEL DESCRIBED SITUATION WITH RESPECT TO REPLACE- 
MENT OF AIR FRANCE’S AGINQ CARAVELLE FLEET AND REPORTED 
(PARA 8) THAT GOF MAY BE FAVORING BAC-1 1 1 AS REPLACEMENT 
AIRCRAFT. AS EMBASSY PARIS CORRECTLY POINTED OUT. SPECIFI- 
CATIONS OF EXISTING VERSIONS OF BAC-1 1 1 ARE NOT WELL- 
SUITED TO AIR FRANCE'S NEEDS. HOWEVER, ON APRIL 24 BRITISH 
AIRCRAFT CORPORATION UNVEILED A NEW VERSION OF B AC- 1 1 1 , 
THE SERIES 800, WHICH, IT IS PROPOSED, WOULD USE THE 
CFM-56 ENGINE BEING JOINTLY DEVELOPED BY GE AND SNECMA. 
THE BAC-1 1 1-800 COULD CARRY UP TO 160 PASSENGERS OVER A 
MAXIMUM RANGE OF 2,400 MILES, ACCORDING TO BAC PRESS RE- 
LEASE, AND IT WOULD SHOW SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT OVER 
EARLIER VERSIONS ON BOTH FUEL CONSUMPTION AND NOISE EMIS- 
SIONS. 

2. THE COMPANY STATES THE NEW VERSION IS NOW ON OFFER TO 
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DECISION TAKEN TO ENTER PRODUCTION. AN ESTIMATED POUNDS 
50 MILLION WOULD BE REQUIRED FROM THE GOVERNMENT TO EN- 
ABLE THE COMPANY TO LAUNCH THE 800 INTO PRODUCTION. HOW- 
EVER. NATIONALIZATION OF THE UK AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY IS LIKE- 
LY TO DELAY ANY GOVERNMENTAL DECISIONS ON THE -800 UNTIL 
1976. 

RICHARDSON 
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